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St. Joseph Catholic School 
Philosophy of Education 
 

I.  Mission Statement 
The mission of St. Joseph Catholic School is to prepare our 
students for a life that glorifies God. 
 

II.  Governing Values  
The primary purpose of St. Joseph Catholic School is to assist parents in the Catholic 
education of their children. This is done by providing a Christian setting to promote a 
Christ-like outlook on life. We will provide a learning environment to promote academic 
achievement and interests of each child by developing his/her unique gifts and talents 
in order to help prepare him/her for a future vocation.  The school will promote 
respect of one’s self worth and mutual respect for others by providing opportunities to 
grow spiritually, physically, socially and emotionally. St. Joseph Catholic School will 
foster a life long commitment to grow in faith through the Church, family, and 
community. 
 

III.  History of Catholic Education in York 
Catholic Education in York began over 125 years ago when the Methodist College was purchased at a Sheriff’s 
sale in 1888. The Ursuline Sisters established the Ursuline Academy with fifteen sisters arriving in York and 
beginning a new school year in 1890. Board, tuition, and washing for ten months were only $110. 
 
In September of 1941, eight Benedictine Sisters opened St. Joseph Catholic Grade and High School. The 
elementary and high school was operated until 1966 when the secondary school was closed. 
 
A new elementary building was dedicated by Bishop Flavin in September 1981. 
 
During the end of the 1991 school year, we were notified that our Benedictine Sisters were being called back to 
South Dakota. Father James Divis began an extensive search for an order of sisters to replace them. Our current 
sisters, the Franciscan Apostolic Sisters, arrived in York in the summer of 1992. Their motherhouse is in the 
Philippines. 
 
In the fall of 1995 our Little Angels Preschool was opened with seven students attending. 
 
We will continue this strong Catholic educational opportunity for our children.  Our average enrollment is 
approximately 112, with an average class size of 12 students.  Our curriculum includes the subjects of art, vocal 
and instrumental music, physical education, and computer classes as well as the core subjects.  A strong 
emphasis is placed on academics across the curriculum.  
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General Policies 
Admission and Attendance 
St. Joseph Catholic School does not discriminate against students on the basis of their race, ethnic background, 
religion or sex.  We are religiously oriented and therefore give preference to members of the Catholic Church, but 
we welcome members of other denominations. 
 
Nebraska State law requires that a child must be five years of age on or before July 31st before he/she may enter 
kindergarten.  A child entering first grade must be six on or before January 1st of the then current school year.  
State law requires a birth certificate for verification of age. 
 
Every child attending St. Joseph Catholic School must have a certified copy of his/her birth certificate, baptismal 
certificate, and evidence of a physical examination (including vision and dental) completed by a qualified 
physician prior to entering kindergarten.  All inoculations must be current and in compliance with the Nebraska 
Department of Health regulations.  Similarly all students entering the seventh grade and all out-of-state student 
transfers are required to provide evidence of a physical examination by a qualified physician and current 
immunizations prior to entrance.  All parents of new students must also complete a registration form. 
 
St. Joseph Catholic School complies with Nebraska State law, which requires 1032 hours of instruction per year 
for grades 1 through 8.  At least 400 hours are required for kindergarten.   
 
Regular punctual attendance is expected and required.  The normal school day is from 8:00-3:15. Each 
Wednesday has a 2:00 dismissal.  Students should not be in the building before school begins unless the weather 
warrants it or if they have teacher permission.  As there is no outside supervision before 7:45 a.m. or after 3:20 
p.m., students should not be on the school grounds.  Therefore, children are expected to leave the school 
grounds once they are dismissed and are asked to not arrive at school before 7:45 a.m.  The school is not 
responsible for the supervision of students when they are not to be on school grounds. 
 
If your child needs to leave school during the day for any reason, including lunch, it is required that he/she sign-
out in the office and sign-in upon return.  This is for your child’s safety and our own record keeping. 
 

Absences and Tardiness 
It is extremely important that your child attends school every day.  Excessive absences prevent the student from 
getting the most out of his/her education.  Please limit your family trips to times that school is not in session.  
There are a number of breaks scheduled each year to accommodate family time.  Your child is responsible for all 
make-up work for the time he/she is away from the classroom and for completing it in a timely fashion.  If you 
are taking your child out of school for family reasons, a note signed by a parent needs to accompany your child 
prior to leaving school.  Because lesson plans of teachers may change while a student is absent, it is 
recommended that students ask for the lessons and assignments upon their return to school.  Two days will be 
given for completion of make-up work for each day the student was absent. 
 
When your child is ill, please take the time to call the school and inform us of his/her absence.  If requested, 
arrangements can be made to have his/her homework in the office after school to be picked up by the parent or 
a sibling at the end of the school day.   
 
If a student arrives after 10:30, the student will be considered as being absent for one-half of the day.  If the 
student is here for the morning but leaves for the day before 2:00, the student will be considered as being absent 
for one-half of the day.  The student must be considered present in school for the entire day (a.k.a. no half-day 
absences marked) in order to participate in a sporting event that day after school hours (see the Sports Program 
section for details and exceptions). 

  
If the amount of time a student is missing becomes excessive, a conference will be held with the parents.  If the 
number of absences continues to accumulate, the student may be asked to stay after school, attend summer 
classes, or repeat the grade to make-up lost time.  If a student has accumulated thirty absences in the school 
year, it may be suggested that the student repeat the grade.  If a student has accumulated twenty-five 
unexcused absences, the County Attorney will be contacted as required by Nebraska Law. 
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In order to not disrupt the classrooms and teach the good, life long habit of punctuality, students are expected to 
be in their classrooms by 8:00 each morning.  If a student is not in the classroom by 8:00, he/she may be 
marked as tardy.  If a student has accumulated an excessive number of tardies, a conference may be held with 
the parents to try to remediate the situation. 
 

Tuition and Fees  
All students whose parents are registered and contributing members of St. Joseph Catholic Parish will be entitled 
to a tuition free education.  However, our school depends on the stewardship of everyone in the parish to 
operate.  Stewardship is a commitment to give back to the Lord for all that He has given you.  The current cost to 
educate a child at St. Joseph Catholic School is over $5,500.00 per year.  However, only a book fee will be 
assessed for each student according to the following schedule: 
 

  $300.00 for the first child attending 
                         $400.00 for two children attending 
                         $450.00 for three or more children of the same household attending 
 
Students wishing to attend St. Joseph Catholic School whose parents are not members of the parish will be 
charged the following yearly tuition: 
 
                          $1,000.00 for the first child attending  
                          $800.00 for each additional child 
  
The book fees are issued in late July during registration weekends which follow consecutive Sunday Masses.  
(Please check the church bulletin for dates.)  Payments may be made annually, at semester, or monthly at the 
school or rectory.  It is a Diocesan policy that no child should be denied a Catholic education because of an 
inability to pay.  Therefore, a guardian angel fund has been established to assist any family who is in need of 
financial assistance.  If you are in need of assistance, or if you would like to make a financial contribution to this 
program, please contact the pastor.   
 
An activity fee of $25.00 per student is charged annually to cover the cost of field trips, fine arts 
activities/projects/supplies, Pot of Gold classroom projects, and various other activities during the school year.  
Totals vary by classes and amounts left at the end of the school year roll over to the next year or are refunded 
upon graduation. 

 

Classroom Visitation Policy 
The staff at St. Joseph Catholic School recognizes that parents are the primary educators of their children.  
Therefore we encourage the parents to play an active role in the education process.  This can take a variety of 
forms, including assistance with homework, participation in field trips, presentations in the classroom, and visits 
to the classrooms just to name a few.  Notice prior to classroom visits is appreciated. 
  
All visitors are expected to report to the school office to notify staff they are in the building or on school grounds.  
All visitors will be required to sign the visitor log and wear a visitor name badge while in the building.  School 
visitors must respect the learning environment of the school and maintain proper decorum while in the school.  
Disruption of the orderly process of school is prohibited.  It is the right of the school administration to deny 
access or ban future access to the school.  It is important that the office staff/administration know who is in the 
building at all times.  All visitors and volunteers are expected to respect the confidentiality and privacy of each 
student. 
 

Telephone  
The school telephone is a business telephone.  Students may use the phone in emergency situations.  Students 
are not to use the phone after school to make social plans.  Please help your child set any social plans the day 
before.  For those students wanting to call home for forgotten items, permission may be obtained from the office 
if it is warranted. 
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Computer / Internet Use Policy  
St. Joseph Catholic School strives to provide an exciting, interesting and motivating learning environment, which 
allows students to develop their God-given capabilities.  To achieve this goal, the school provides selected 
advanced technology for students to explore, investigate, question, analyze, evaluate, design, and create in a 
Christian environment.  Technology is an increasingly integral part of effective educational programs; it is used to 
challenge students to reach even higher levels of achievement in religion, science, mathematics, social studies, 
language arts, music, business, art, speech, physical education, and computer proficiency.  To this end, St. 
Joseph Catholic School uses technology in a carefully planned environment to enhance the holistic education of 
its students. 
 
Computers and the Internet are available in the classrooms, media center, resource rooms, and in the computer 
lab at St. Joseph Catholic School.  With computer and Internet usage comes important individual, family, and 
school responsibilities.  Students will be held accountable for computer and Internet usage, in accordance with St. 
Joseph Catholic School’s mission statement. 
 
For its part, the school will provide monitoring to the extent possible.  This includes software protection for 
undesirable Internet sites and password protection of operating systems and key files.  This means that students 
may have comparatively more restricted access to computer files and the Internet than at home.  St. Joseph 
Catholic School requests parental support in reinforcing these restrictions.  They are intended to protect the 
students and to free the faculty from undue worry and monitoring of student activity at a computer workstation. 
 
Students are fond of bringing software (particularly games) from home and asking that it be loaded on a school 
computer.  Depending on the software purchase agreement, this may not be legal.  As a general rule, software 
will not be accepted from students.  It is the student’s responsibility when downloading programs at school to 
check for copyright or licensing agreements and to pay for any copyrighted software. 
 
Accessing information or using the computers in any way counter to the St. Joseph Catholic School mission 
statement (such as accessing or providing materials to sites which include information on drugs, pornography, 
bigotry, hate, violence, or criminal behavior) is not allowed.  Students doing research on controversial issues must 
receive permission from their teacher and/or other staff member before using such Internet sites. 
 
Students are not allowed to alter computer settings or add software without permission from a faculty or staff 
member.  Unauthorized access of computer login, directories, and other software hacking is prohibited.  Students 
are to respect the privacy rights of others by accessing only their own documents. 
 
Students are not to waste or take supplies, such as paper, printer cartridges, toner, or data storage devices 
provided by the school.  Students should print only one copy of their work on the printers.  If additional copies 
are needed, they should be photocopied.  Students are to request permission before printing in color. 
 

Cell Phones and Electronic Devices 
Cell phones are not allowed for students in school.  If a student needs to bring a cell phone to school, he/she is 
required to turn it in to the office immediately upon entering school.  The cell phone may be picked up from the 
office at the end of the day. 
 
Other personal electronic devices such as mp3 players, handheld video games, etc., will not be permitted in 
school.  If a student brings such a device to school for an educational purpose (i.e. a presentation for class) the 
device must be placed in the office until it is needed, and brought back to the office when finished. 
 
One of the reasons for limiting the types of devices students can have in our school is to curb the unsettling trend 
of cyber-bullying.  In order to help our students develop an attitude of respect for others and a sense of 
responsibility for personal property, we feel it necessary to ban these personal electronic devices.  Please support 
our efforts in this endeavor. 
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Weather Policy 
It is our policy to follow the York Public School system decision regarding inclement weather due to shared 
busing.  In the event of bad weather, all late starts, early dismissals, or school closings will be announced on local 
radio stations KAWL (AM 1370) and KTMX (FM 104.9) beginning at 6:00 a.m.  Information will also be posted on 
television stations KOLN and KLKN and their corresponding websites: 1011NOW.com and klkntv.com. 

 
In a tornado warning, we will follow our tornado safety plan and move to interior rooms within the school.  No 
child will be allowed to leave the school building. 
 
Your child is expected to dress appropriately for the type of weather that we are experiencing, especially during 
cold weather.  Students will not be allowed to play in the snow during recess unless they are wearing boots and 
snow pants. 

 

Volunteers 
Volunteers are always welcome and needed in the classroom, library, lunchroom, and other programs.  If 
interested in helping, please contact the school.  All volunteers must check in at the office before working in the 
building.  It is the policy of the Diocese that all volunteers and teachers will undergo a criminal background check 
and will be required to watch a video on the proper protocol in being around children.  If there is a note from any 
volunteer that is intended for the parents of students, it must first be approved by the administration.  This will 
assist us in the communication process. 

 

Parties 
The room parents and teachers plan All Saints, Christmas and Valentine parties.  Any other parties must have the 
approval of the administration.  If you are planning a party for your child outside of school, please send the 
invitations through the mail unless the entire class has been invited. 

 

Treats 
Students wishing to give treats for birthdays should make arrangements with the teacher ahead of time and 
should include the entire class.  No gum is to be given as a treat.  The government lunch program prohibits the 
distribution of treats at lunchtime or within the hour preceding lunch.  Due to peanut allergies, treats made with 
peanut butter are discouraged and may be prohibited depending on the class situation. 

 

Student Records 
Student records may be looked at by parents, legal guardians, teachers or school administrators.  They are 
maintained by the teachers and school secretary.  All disciplinary material shall be removed and destroyed upon 
the student’s graduation or upon his/her withdrawal from school.  Written permission from his/her parent(s) or 
legal guardian(s) is required to transfer the student records to another school.  No records will be transferred to 
another school or to a high school until all fines and book fees are paid, including lunches, library books or 
classroom books, or athletic fees or equipment.  

 

Student Evaluation 
Grading 
We recognize that it is important for parents to be aware of their child’s performance in and out of the classroom.  
Report cards are issued to students at the end of each quarter of the school year.  Progress reports or 
parent/teacher conferences will inform parents of the student’s progress about half-way through each quarter for 
grades 3-8.  

 
St. Joseph Catholic School uses the following method of grading in grades 3-8. 
A   93% - 100% 
B   85% - 92% 
C   77% - 84% 
D   70% - 76% 
F   69% and below 
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Honor Roll 
Those students in grades 6-8 whose quarterly grade average for all classes is 97-100% will qualify for high honor 
roll.  Students whose average is 93-96% will qualify for honor roll, and those students whose average is 90-92% 
will be listed under honorable mention.  This information will be published in the York News-Times following each 
quarter.  In the event that a student has obtained extra credit and has a quarter grade in a class that is over 
100%, the average will still be calculated using a score of 100 for that class. 
 

Conferences 
Parent-Teacher conferences will be held during the first and third quarters.  The school office schedules the 
conferences for grades 1 – 5 to take place in 10-minute intervals.  Kindergarten conferences are 20 minutes in 
length.  Grade 6 – 8 conferences are on a walk-in basis with the individual teachers.  If you are unable to 
conference on the date or time scheduled, please call the office to set up an appointment.  If parents are 
concerned about their student’s progress outside of these scheduled conference times, they may contact the 
teacher. 
 

Student Health Policies 
Injury and Illness 
Teachers may care for minor injuries.  If a child is seriously ill, injured, or in need of medical attention, his/her 
parent will be contacted.  Head injuries are always reported to parents.  Concussion awareness protocol is always 
followed.  Children who become ill during school will be cared for at the school until the parent or authorized 
caregiver can be notified.  At the beginning of each year, parents must complete a form which will be placed in 
our emergency file.  This indicates the name, address and phone number of a specific caregiver for their student. 
 
Teachers are not permitted to give any medications, not even aspirin or comparable medication.  The secretary or 
administrator will not dispense any type of pain reliever to your child unless it is provided by the parents and prior 
written permission or verbal permission obtained by a phone call has been granted.  If the student requires 
prescribed medication during the school day, the school office should be advised in writing using the approved 
school form, and the medicine must be in its original container.  This medication should be turned in to the office 
upon the student’s arrival at school and may be picked up at the end of the day.  The exceptions to this are a 
prescription inhaler that an asthmatic student has written in his/her asthma and/or allergy action plan that is 
already on file with the office or insulin for diabetes according to the diabetes action plan that is on file in the 
office. 
 
It is the policy of St. Joseph Catholic School to send a child home who has a temperature of 100 degrees or 
higher.  The child must remain at home for 24 hours after the temperature has returned to normal.  This is also 
true if the child has vomited or has had diarrhea.  If the child has become ill at school and a parent has been 
notified, that child will not be allowed to return to school until at least the next day.  If a child has an illness that 
is being treated with an antibiotic, the child should not return to school until 24 hours after starting the antibiotic.  
This is very important and a necessary precaution, especially during the flu season, in order to diminish the 
exposure of an illness to other students. 
 

Immunization 
Nebraska Health law requires that each student be protected against measles, mumps, rubella, polio, varicella, 
Hepatitis B, diphtheria, pertussis, and tetanus by immunization before the first day of school.  The cost of 
immunization will be the responsibility of the parent or legal guardian.  All students entering a Nebraska school 
for the first time must present a record of immunization on an official form.  An exception to the immunization 
ruling is that if a student cannot be inoculated for health reasons, a doctor’s signature is needed for a waiver to 
be granted.  Waiver forms are available in the office.  If there is an outbreak of one of the above illnesses and if a 
student is not in compliance with this section, the school is obligated to make a decision to deny access to school 
until the health risk has passed.  The Catholic Church does not grant waivers for religious reasons.  However, a 
waiver is available upon request from the Diocese for Reasons of Conscience. 
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Attack on Asthma / Allergic Reactions 
Protocol is being implemented throughout Nebraska schools for emergency treatment of a student or staff 
member with life threatening asthma or allergic reactions.  The protocol steps are designed to provide quick, 
effective care to prevent death.  Staff members have been trained to call 911, give an injection of epinephrine 
and deliver a nebulizer treatment of albuterol to improve breathing.  This protocol is a standing medical order 
that has been signed by the physicians and physician assistants of the York Medical Clinic to be enforced for all 
students unless a release of this protocol has previously been signed by a parent and is on file in the office.  This 
protocol is implemented only during the school day hours. 

 
If your student has asthma or a potentially life threatening allergy, it is critically important you communicate this 
information to our school secretary or principal.  The plan and medication you and your physician provide to 
school will be followed for your student.  Please complete and return an asthma or food allergy action plan 
available in the office or submit the plan your physician provides.  Please direct any questions to the school office 
at 402-362-3021. 
 

Nebraska Concussion Awareness Act 
St. Joseph School joins with the other schools in the Diocese of Lincoln in compliance with Nebraska Statute 71-
9101 through 71-9106, also known as the Nebraska Concussion Awareness Act.  This law is intended as a safety 
measure: to focus greater attention, understanding and responsiveness on one of the most common injuries 
experienced by children and adolescents who participate in athletic activities; and to minimize the risk of 
catastrophic injury or death that might occur from a concussion that is not properly evaluated and managed. The 
law establishes requirements and duties for all school sponsored athletic programs, and encompasses all grade 
levels, PreK through 12. 
 
In the registration packets at the beginning of the school year and prior to the first practice of each season for 
those students not previously enrolled, St. Joseph School will provide each student athlete and his or her 
parent(s) or guardian information about concussions and brain injuries, including signs and symptoms of a 
concussion, risks posed by sustaining a concussion, actions a student athlete should take in response to 
sustaining a concussion, and return-to-play/participation conditions.  Parents and athletes are required to verify 
that they received such information by signing and returning the verification form before students will be allowed 
to practice. 

 

Discipline 
Students are first and foremost sons and daughters of God’s kingdom and should reflect that in their daily 
behavior.  Conduct of students in St. Joseph Catholic School should be based upon respect for the rights of 
others.  The philosophy of the school’s expectations and grounds for consequences and discipline is W.W.J.D.:  
What Would Jesus Do?  Students and parents are informed at the opening of school of the regulations to which 
they are subject in each classroom.  Students have the responsibility to know and respect the rules and 
regulations and behave in an appropriate manner.  It is imperative that our students be made aware of and 
become responsible for the consequences of their actions.  Disciplinary methods will be explained at the 
beginning of each school year and will exclude corporal punishment.  A teacher or staff member may use 
reasonable force to control a student in the defense of self, other students, or property. 
 
To help insure these rights, the following discipline policies will be enforced: 
 

Ways to Serve God 
Grades K-5 
Students and teachers at St. Joseph Catholic School recognize the following ways as a means to serve God each 
day at school.  By serving God using these five steps, we can achieve a positive learning environment and have a 
successful year. 
1) Love God through our thoughts, words, and actions.  Ask yourself this question:  What Would Jesus Do?  

(WWJD) 
2) Learn. 
3) Help others learn and teach. 
4) Help others be safe. 
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5) Help others keep their belongings. 
 

Each student is made aware of the classroom expectations and disciplinary plan at the beginning of the school 
year.  Copies of that plan are posted at the open house evening prior to the first day of school.  Copies of the 
classroom plans are also on file in the office. 
 

Warning Slips 
Grades 6-8, and during the 4th quarter for 5th grade students 
The Warning Slip is used to remind the student of an inappropriate behavior taking place during school hours.  
The student is verbally told that he/she has exhibited behavior that will result in a warning slip being written.  
The teacher will later write out and sign the warning slip and check off which inappropriate behavior was 
exhibited.  This slip is then turned in to and filed in the office with the Principal.  Once a student accumulates 
three warning slips in a semester, he or she is assigned a detention by the Principal.  Each subsequent warning 
slip accumulated during the semester will result in a detention.  Parents will be notified, and the detention will be 
served either that day or the following day after school.  Detention begins at 3:20 p.m. and ends at 3:50 p.m. 
 
If a student accumulates nine warning slips in a semester, he/she will have a conference with his/her parents and 
the Principal and Chief Administrative Officer to discuss a behavior modification plan.  The student will serve 
his/her detention as well as have isolation at noon for one week.  Additional warning slips may result in 
suspension or expulsion.  The accumulation of warning slips starts over at zero at the beginning of each 
semester. 
 
There are some behaviors that result in automatic detentions such as:  using a school phone without permission, 
chewing gum, lying, lack of respect for school personnel, other students, or school property, or any action that a 
teacher feels merits an automatic detention with the approval of an administrator.  
 

Disciplinary Referral 
This form is used when a more serious offense occurs.  A documentation of the incident will be sent to the office 
and the student will conference with an administrator.  A parent will then be notified following the conference. 
The result of the referral is isolation at noon for one week.  If further action is needed, a plan will be made with 
the child’s welfare in mind. 
 

Suspension or Expulsion 
A student may be suspended from school by the Chief Administrative Officer or Principal.  The suspension period 
may last up to three days.  Expulsion from St. Joseph Catholic School is carried out under the authority of the 
Chief Administrative Officer and Principal.  The following conduct may be used as grounds for suspension or 
expulsion: 
 
1. Causing or attempting to cause physical or moral harm to any student, employee, or volunteer at St. Joseph 

Catholic School. 
2. Causing or attempting to cause extensive damage to school or private property, theft or attempted theft of 

school or private property. 
3. Use of violence, verbal abuse, intimidation, coercion or other conduct that interferes with the purpose of the 

school. 
4. Engaging in any activity that is in violation of city, state, or federal regulation. 
5. Truancy, repeated absences or tardiness without excuse. 
6. Profanity, obscene language, possessing obscene materials. 
7. Possession or use of tobacco, intoxicating liquors, narcotics, or hallucinogenic drugs or substances on or near 

school premises. 
8. Possession of a weapon. 
 

Homework Room (Grades 4-8)  
Homework Room is a half-hour spent after school in the library for those students who do not have their work 
completed at class time.  The student’s name is recorded and turned in to the office by 1:00.  If the student 
completes the assignment by 1:00, then time will not need to be served.  Late homework may result in a reduced 
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grade.  Even if the student completes the assignment after 1:00 that merited being assigned to homework room, 
the student must stay the entire thirty minutes working on some type of homework or reading.  Homework room 
goes from 3:20-3:50. 
 

Dress Code Policy  
Appearance 
The policy of St. Joseph Catholic School is that all students will dress in a manner befitting Christian young ladies 
and gentlemen at all school functions.  We are “temples of the Holy Spirit, God dwelling within.”  Our appearance 
should reflect this conviction.  Our goal is to reflect a dress code that defines an environment of purpose, work, 
and self-discipline, thus creating a sense of pride in our students and school.  
 
It is recognized that fashion trends may cover a wide range of attire and hairstyles.  However, the school feels 
that it is necessary to remind students and parents that all hair styles, manner of dress, and grooming must be 
consistent with safety, cleanliness, decency, and not be a distraction to the learning or the school environment.  
The following guide should help students and parents when deciding on appropriate attire: 
 

Dress Code 
Wearing apparel that is sexually suggestive; immodest; features crude, vulgar, or profane language; features 
pictures depicting or suggesting alcohol, tobacco, or other drugs; displays racial or ethnic slurs; portrays any type 
of gang graffiti, or any inappropriate slogan, logo, or image will not be permitted.  Brand names which are 
contrary to the Catholic faith will not be permitted.   
 
Oversized or overly tight clothing is not acceptable.  Baggy pants, stretch pants, or low fitting pants are not 
permitted.  Belts are therefore encouraged.  The length of pants should not exceed the sole of the shoe.  Pants 
should not have ripped or threadbare areas or have frayed bottoms.  Sweat pants, tear-aways, and wind pants 
are not allowed in grades 6-8 and may only be worn on PE days in grades K-5.  Athletic pants and shorts (those 
made of the shiny, silky, and/or wind type materials) are not allowed except for PE class. 

 
Please remind your children of these guidelines: 

 
- Coats, jackets (intended for outdoor wear), book bags and gym bags will not be permitted in the 

classroom or in Church. 
- Please make sure shoes are clean and fit properly.  Sandals and crocs are permitted (no flip – flop style), 

but in grades K-5 a back strap is required due to playground safety.  The heels of any high-heeled shoes 
for girls shall not exceed one inch.  No wheels on any shoes will be allowed to be used.  Socks should be 
worn with sneakers at all times. 

- The presence of any apparel, jewelry, accessory, or manner of grooming, which by nature of its color, 
arrangement, trademark, or any other attribute, is distracting to the learning environment will not be 
permitted.  This would include tattoos, including non-permanent tattoos, body piercing (with the 
exception to female ear piercing), unusual tinting or chemically coloring of hair, and excessive make-up.  
Girls in grades 7-8 are allowed to wear makeup that is light in color and age appropriate.  Due to safety 
reasons, dangling earrings of all types will not be permitted. 

- Solid colored or striped, loose fitting polo shirts (preferably those with a “boy-cut,” 3 button placket and 
sleeves that extend toward the elbow) will be the only acceptable tops for students.  Students may wear 
a solid colored long sleeve turtle neck or crew neck shirt underneath.  Tops must remain tucked in at all 
times. 

- In cooler weather, students may wear a solid colored sweater or fleece, either button-front, zippered, or 
pullover style, over their polo.  They will also be allowed to wear solid colored, non-hooded, loose-fitting 
sweatshirts that are either plain or with St. Joseph, UNL, or YPS logos on them.  Overly bulky, hooded, or 
oversized sweatshirts, or those with other athletic logos than already listed, will not be permitted. 

- Jeans (without holes, threadbare areas, and frayed hems), khakis pants, and skirts may be worn with 
shirts meeting the dress code guidelines. 

- In the months of August, September, and May, shorts, capri pants, and skorts will be permissible.  Shorts 
and skirts must be of modest length, and shorts may not be athletic shorts, as detailed earlier. 
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If a student comes to school dressed in clothing that does not follow the dress code policy he/she will be asked to 
change into clothing that complies.  The student will need to return the borrowed clothing to the office.  If this 
becomes a habitual problem the parent will be contacted and expected to bring an item of clothing to school that 
is in compliance with the dress code before the student is allowed to return to class. 

 
The final decision regarding any dress code issue will be made by the administration. 

 
***Any family wishing to dress their child in a uniform would be in compliance with this dress code. 
 

Hot Lunch Program 

Daily Hot Lunch 
We encourage all students to participate in our hot lunch program.  St. Joseph Catholic School is served by a 
federal government subsidized hot lunch program.  Therefore, the following guidelines are to be followed: 
students are not allowed to bring soda in their lunches, and parents are asked not to bring food from a restaurant 
or any commercially prepared food into the lunchroom.  Students will need to bring sack lunches from 
home for field trips.  However, the cook will prepare a sack lunch which meets hot lunch regulations 
if adequate notice has been given.  The menu is published in a monthly calendar sent home with students, in 
the York News-Times on Friday or Saturday, and is also available on the school website. 
 
Lunch prices are: 
 $3.50 for guests 
 $3.00 for Staff members and substitutes 
 $2.70 for students 
 $ .40 for reduced meals 
 $ .40 for individual milk 
 
Information for applying for free/reduced hot lunch will be given at registration each year or may 
be picked up at any time in the office throughout the school year and/or when there is a change in 
the family’s financial situation.  This free/reduced plan is confidential and handled directly by the secretary. 
 
This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated unfairly by the hot lunch program.  “The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for 
employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability and sex in employment or in any program 
or activity conducted or funded by the Department. 

 
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.udsa.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or 
call (866) 632-9992 to request the form.  You may also write a letter containing all the information requested in 
the form.  Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, 
Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 
or email at program.intake@esda.gov.   
 
Individuals who are deaf, hearing impaired or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal 
Relay Service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer.” 
 
Some classes have milk breaks during the day.  The cost for this milk is in addition to the lunch price that 
includes milk and is not covered by the free/reduced lunch program.  Milk prices for the 2015-16 school year 
have been set at $70.00 for grades K & 1. 
 
Prices for extra servings will be determined by the cook and authorized lunch representative.  Extra servings are 
charged to the student’s lunch account and are the responsibility of the family; extra servings are not covered 
under the free/reduced lunch program.   
 
Please maintain a positive balance in your student’s/family’s lunch account.  Deposits can be made in the school 
office at any time.  Notices of balances in a family’s account that are $10.00 or less will be sent home with a 
student from that family, or you may be notified by email if you have requested that format.  St. Joseph School 
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participates in the MyLunchMoney.com program.  This online program can be used to monitor or fund a child’s 
lunch account.  If interested in participating in this program, please contact the school office. 
 
If a student’s or family’s lunch balance becomes excessively negative, the parent may receive a phone call.  
Communication between the family and the pastor and school office is vital if there are unusual or hardship 
circumstances.  Applications for free/reduced lunch may be filed at any time during the school year. 
 
Students are allowed to leave the school for lunch if they bring a note from their parent(s) or if their parent calls 
the office in advance.  Students may not leave without the permission of their own parent.  The note or 
call must state the date(s) the student is allowed to leave and the destination of that student, and who they will 
leave with.  The student must be back in time for their class that follows the lunch/recess period or will be 
counted as tardy.  The student must sign both out and in at the office each time he/she leaves and returns.  St. 
Joseph School is not responsible for the student once the student leaves the school grounds. 
 

Lunchroom Rules 
In order to provide a safe and pleasant atmosphere in the lunchroom, certain rules and regulations are to be 
followed. 
 
1. Students are expected to observe recognized table manners.  
2. Students are permitted to talk in the lunchroom with controlled conversation.  We have a short time to eat 

and most of the visiting can be done at recess.  If the noise level is becoming too excessive and/or if 
students need to finish eating as recess time is approaching, the teacher on duty in the lunch room may issue 
a silent time for all students. 

3. If students need to leave the lunchroom for a legitimate reason, they should ask for permission. 
4. Students are expected to see that their lunch area is free of litter when they are finished eating and before 

they leave the lunchroom. 
5. When spills occur, the student or students will clean it up.  Help will be given if necessary. 
6. Leave condiments on the designated table so everyone has access to them. 
7. Students need to comply with the lunch program on taking a minimum of three items.  However, students 

should not take more items than they plan on eating to reduce waste.  Students who have not finished their 
original meal are discouraged from going back to purchase extras.  We do encourage students to try all foods 
offered, to make healthy food choices, and to not waste food. 

8. Students in grades K-4 are not allowed to purchase extra portions as a sufficient amount of food is offered 
from the original menu for that age of children.  Students are not allowed to share food. 

 

School Activities 
Sports Program 
Extra-curricular sports are offered to the students in grades 6-8 at St. Joseph Catholic School.  Occasionally, 
students in grade 5 will be allowed to participate, depending on the team numbers.  The sponsor for our sports 
program is the Men’s Athletic Club.  Students are encouraged to participate in the athletics offered and while 
doing so observe true sportsmanship and good conduct.  A student’s eligibility will depend upon his/her general 
attitude, application to schoolwork, and discipline.  To be able to play on any team representing St. Joseph 
Catholic School, a student must have satisfactory grades in all subjects.  Unless away from school on a school 
sponsored activity or a prearranged absence, a student will not be eligible to participate in the day’s sporting 
event if not in attendance at school. 
 
By law students may opt to participate in York Middle School sports provided the same sport is not offered at St. 
Joseph Catholic School.  The sports of football and wrestling are offered to our 7th & 8th grade boys through the 
York Public School system. 
 
A sports physical is required of all students wishing to participate in extra-curricular sports.  The physical is good 
for the entire academic year.  Permission to participate must be granted by the parent/guardian.  Both the 
physical and permission forms must be turned in before the student is allowed to practice.  The permission form 
is included in the registration packet at the beginning of the school year or is available in the school office. 
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Teams participate in the following sports: 
 
Girls    Boys 
Volleyball   Basketball 
Basketball   Track 
Track                                           
 

Other School Sponsored Activities 
There are other activities that your child may be involved in during the school year.  The school sponsors the 
following activities: 
 
Student council – elected officers from grades 6-8 and classroom representatives.  
 
Children’s Choir – students participating sing at Mass as opportunities are available.  The group practices on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month following early dismissal. 
 
MathCounts – competition for this group is held in February.  It is sponsored by the math department. 
 
Science Expo – participation in this city wide event is sponsored by the elementary science department. 

 
7th grade students sponsor the 8th grade students’ graduation reception. 
 

General Safety Regulations 
School Security   
All visitors are asked to enter through the main entrance, on the south side of the school, and check in and follow 
visiting procedures at the office.  It is our policy to have all other exterior doors locked during school hours.  A 
buzz-in system is in place for the main entrance and the preschool entrance on the west side.  The school 
secretary will determine if admission is granted after visitors identify themselves through the intercom. 

 

Vehicle Safety 
While children are becoming more physically independent, they still are influenced by, and depend on, parents 
and caregivers for guidance and assistance in their everyday lives. Parental supervision is an important factor in 
decision-making for safe walking around traffic.  Adult-led instruction and modeling of safe pedestrian behaviors 
can help children learn by giving an opportunity for discussion about the safety of real-world walking situations. 
 
Vehicles are only permitted to drive through the school parking lot if entering from the south drive during school 
hours and must proceed out of the west drive.  Vehicles are not to park in the lot directly in front of the building 
during morning drop off and afternoon pickup times.  Keeping this area car-free will ensure a clear passage and 
enhanced visibility for the children as they enter and exit the building. 
 
For drop off/pick up of older children, capable of exiting and entering a car without assistance, there is a 
designated drop off/pick up lane next to the curb.  This area is designated as a no parking zone from 7:30 – 8:00 
a.m. and 3:00 – 3:30 p.m.  On Wednesdays, there is no parking from 1:45 – 2:15 p.m. for early dismissal.  We 
ask you to please advance your vehicle to the furthest point possible in the lane when entering from the south, 
perhaps as far as the church doors, to enable more vehicles to enter the lane at the same time. 
 
Please do not leave your car unattended along the parking lot curb.  If you need to park and leave 
your car, please park in a designated parking place.  Please do not leave your car in a position that 
impedes the flow of traffic through our school’s busy parking area. 
   
Parents of younger children are encouraged to park in the far south lot and escort their children to and from the 
car.  This provides them a safe passage without crossing the pick-up traffic lanes.  It also allows parents the time 
necessary to ensure that seatbelts are buckled properly.  Since the children will be under the direct supervision of 
their parents, there will also be less likelihood of children running behind the cars as parents back out to leave.   
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Students may also be dropped off on the west side of the building (by the grotto) and may enter through those 
doors at the beginning of the day only.  The doors are locked as soon as all preschool children have arrived.  
Students may be picked up on the west side of the building after school. 
 
You may also use College Street as a drop off/pick up area (which is where the bus picks up and drops off 
children).  Make sure, however, that you do not park in the area designated for the bus and that you allow 
adequate room for the bus to pull out.   
 
Please let your children know where you will be parked, and be patient with one another in the morning and after 
school.  Do not encourage your child to step out in front of traffic in order to reach you more quickly. 
  

Volunteer Drivers 
It is the policy of the Lincoln Diocese that any vehicle used to transport students for any school related function 
must have a completed “Private Vehicle Use Application” on file at St. Joseph Catholic School office.  This will be 
required for any vehicle a volunteer driver will use to transport students and also for each individual driver for 
school related events.  The form will need to be completed each time a new vehicle is purchased and/or if 
insurance coverage has changed.  Volunteer drivers will need to complete the Be Smart – Drive Safe online 
program and have the results emailed to the Principal before they can drive with students in their vehicle.  A new 
application will need to be filled out and filed when their driver’s license is renewed. 
 
Each driver must have $100,000 event/$300,000 occurrence minimum liability insurance limits in order to be able 
to drive for a field trip.  The driver’s insurance company is the primary insurer for the vehicle and all passengers 
in the event of an accident.   
 
All passengers in a vehicle are to wear safety belts.  Drivers are expected to not exceed speed limits, to not use 
cell phones while driving on the road, and to adhere to all traffic laws.  No 10-15 passenger vans will be allowed 
for transporting students on field trips.  The office must have an updated cell phone number of the driver and/or 
an adult passenger before leaving for the field trip. 
 

Bicycle and School Grounds Safety 
Kindergarten students are not allowed to ride bikes to and from school.  Students who ride their bikes to school 
in grades 1-8 must walk their bikes onto and off of school grounds.  Under no circumstances are bikes to be 
ridden on driveways or in alleys.  If a student in grades 1-5 rides his/her bike on school property, the student will 
lose the privilege of riding his/her bike to school for one week.  Students in grades 6-8 who ride their bikes on 
school property will receive a warning slip.   
 
Likewise, students in grades 6-8 will receive a warning slip if they use a skateboard on school grounds.  K-5 
students using skateboards on school grounds will be required to stay after school the following day.  This is a 
matter of student safety and will be strictly enforced. 
 
During recess the following expectations are to be met by all students: 
 

� Students will be courteous and respectful to others. 
� Everyone who wishes to play a game should be included. 
� Be a good sport at all times. 
� Get permission from the teacher before retrieving a ball from the street or alley. 
� Keep away from stray animals. 
� Be responsible for equipment.  Use it for its purpose.  Return it to its proper place. 
� Do not throw snow, slide on the ice, or play in the water puddles. 
� Wipe your feet on the door mats before entering carpeted areas. 

 

Fire and Tornado Safety 
Fire regulations require that a fire drill be performed each month.  Each class is informed of its exit route at the 
beginning of each school year.  Exit routes are posted in all rooms.  During drills, teachers usher students to the 
proper exits and accompany them to a designated place of safety.  Students are expected to be silent during 
drills so that instructions can be heard by all. 
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Tornado drills are practiced at the beginning of the school year and before severe weather season in the spring.  
Maps indicating tornado shelter areas are posted in all rooms.  Students are to remain quiet, calm, and obedient 
during all types of safety drills.  Students may receive a warning slip or other classroom consequences for failing 
to respect the rules of the drill. 
 

School Support Groups 
St. Joseph Catholic School is totally dependent upon the generosity and support of the parish, parents, 
benefactors, and other members of the community to fulfill our financial obligations.  Parents are encouraged to 
volunteer and support these organizations and their good work. 
 

School Board 
The Pastor, school administrator, and seven elected members of the parish shall constitute the board.  Members 
are elected for three-year terms that rotate, and new officers are elected each year.  School board meetings are 
held on the third Monday of each month.  Check the church bulletin for time and place.  Nominations for the 
school board members are accepted at election time.  The school board is not a policy-making organization but is 
advisory to the Pastor. 

 

Home and School Association  
The Home and School Association is comprised of parents of St. Joseph Catholic School students.  The purpose of 
this organization is to promote understanding, cooperation and services, and to build community between school 
and home. It is not a policy-making organization.  All parents should be involved in the association and its various 
activities throughout the year.  Parents should make an effort to attend the meetings. 
 

Auction Fundraiser 
St. Joseph Catholic School is the only Catholic elementary school in York County.  In order to maintain its 
reputation for quality and personal development, the school depends on the support of the parish, students’ 
parents, faculty, staff, volunteers, and friends of the school. 
 
To help continue this service and responsibility, St. Joseph Catholic School relies on the ongoing assistance of the 
community through activities, such as the Pot O’ Gold Silent and Live Auctions.  Many of the educational 
materials, building improvements, and opportunities would be lost without the success of this event.  We cannot 
continue this auction without your help and support.  If you are interested in volunteering to help with the 
auction in any way, please call the school. 
 

Athletic Club 
The Athletic Club sponsors the Crossroads tournaments during the course of the year.  Proceeds from these 
tournaments are donated to the school when needed to purchase sports and physical education equipment 
during the course of each school year.  Volunteers are always needed to assist at these tournaments.  

 

Communication 
It is the responsibility of the parents to notify the office of changes in phone numbers, email addresses, home 
addresses, medical status of a student, and how the parent wishes to be contacted or notified of lunch balance 
status.  We have an easily updated computer system so please inform the office as soon as possible of any 
changes in the above items so that communication between the home and the school may be efficiently 
maintained. 
 

Other Educational Opportunities 
Little Angels Pre-school 
St. Joseph Catholic School offers a preschool program for children who are three and four years of age.  The 
three-year-olds meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and the four-year-olds meet on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays.  The times and number of sections for each class are determined based on registrations.   
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Registration for the pre-school program will begin following Christmas break.  Children must be 3-years-old by 
July 31st of the year in which they would like to attend.  Likewise, children must be 4-years-old by July 31st to 
attend these classes.  Class size for both sections of pre-school is limited so enrollment is decided upon a first-
registered, first-taken basis with priority given to families who are registered members of St. Joseph parish. 
 
Tuition for the 3-year-old program is $40.00 per month.  The 4-year-old program tuition is $55.00 per month.   
 

Shamrock Club 
The Shamrock Club after school program was developed to serve the parents and children of St. Joseph Catholic 
School.  Our program is committed to providing quality care based on Catholic values for children needing after 
school care.  The Shamrock Club strives to create an enjoyable environment with various activities.   
 
Students enrolled in St. Joseph Catholic School whose parents have agreed to abide by the information and 
regulations handbook will be eligible for enrollment in the Shamrock Club.  Registration for Shamrock Club takes 
place at the beginning of the school year.  Fees for Shamrock Club are $2.80 per hour/per child.  Statements are 
sent out every two weeks throughout the school year. 

 

Conclusion 
The above policies and rules are set down to facilitate “the mission of St. Joseph Catholic School … to prepare our 
students for a life that glorifies God.”  They provide guidance for us to maintain good order and discipline in the 
school and to help cultivate a climate for learning.  However, in those circumstances that are not covered by this 
handbook, or when there is a question regarding a modification, implementation or interpretation of these 
policies, the final decision rests with the administrators of the school. 
 
 
Revised 7/15
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Please return this signed page to the office on or before August 28th. 
 

Computer/Internet User Agreement 
 

As a student at St. Joseph School and user of the school computer network, I agree not to use school computers 

and its network, including the Internet, to: 

  

 Send or display offensive messages or pictures; 

 Use obscene language; 

 Harass, insult or attack others; 

 Go to social networking sites, such as Facebook, MySpace, Twitter, etc.; 

 Damage or alter computer systems or computer networks; 

 Violate copyright laws. 

 

I agree to not: 

 

 Use another person’s password; 

 Trespass in another person’s folders, work or files; 

 Intentionally waste resources; 

 Employ the network for commercial purposes; 

Change software, alter control panel settings or add programs/games to computers without an 

instructor’s permission. 

 

I understand that violation of the St. Joseph Catholic School Computer and Internet Use Policy will result in 

immediate suspension of computer or Internet privileges or both.  I will be responsible for payment of 

intentional damages or damages due to negligence to computer hardware or software.  I know that other 

sanctions could include; detention, parental conference, or other disciplinary action deemed necessary by the 

school administration. 

 

I have read the school handbook and understand the rules.  I understand the computer 

and internet use rules.  By signing here I agree to obey the rules. 
 

Student Signature______________________  Student Signature_____________________ 

 

  

Student Signature______________________  Student Signature_____________________ 

 

 

Student Signature______________________  Student Signature_____________________ 

 

 

As a parent, I have read, understand, and agree to the computer and internet use policy.  I have explained the 

policy to my child(ren) and by signing above, they agree to follow its rules.  I have read the student handbook 

with my child(ren).  We understand the contents and fully intend to comply with all regulations set forth. 

 

Parent Signature_________________________ 

Date_______________ 


