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Third Grade Visits Stuhr Museum 

   On September 17, St. Jo-

seph 3rd Grade students 

traveled to the Stuhr Muse-

um in Grand Island. Stu-

dents learned how pioneers 

and early settlers used 

transportation to get around 

before the automobile was 

invented. Walking around 

the village outside, students 

were able to see many 

types of vehicles like car-

riages, wagons, and trains. 

They were even able to 

ride the rails on a hand-

cart, operated by four 

students at a time. Final-

ly, students got the 

chance to play an old-

fashioned children’s game 

called hoops and sticks. 

Everyone enjoyed racing 

each other and seeing who 

could get their ring to go the 

farthest.      

 

York Fest Queen & King 

Fresh Fruit &Vegetables 

   A Big Thank You to Mr. & Mrs. 

Morner for bringing in fresh fruits 

and vegetables from their garden for 

our students to eat at lunch. 

Above Mr. Florian rides the rails and the stu-

dents below play an old fashioned game. 

The second graders visited York General Hos-

pital and Recharge Lake during their first field 

trip of the school year.  They learned about 

many job opportunities while at the hospital 

which coincides with our social studies les-

sons – community jobs.  Some of the children 

think working in the cafeteria would be 

fun.  Others are interested in lab work and ra-

diology.  Who knows, one of them may be the 

future Hospital Administrator in the future! 

We also visited Recharge Lake and had a 

scavenger hunt, looking for human-made and 

natural objects in our environment.  This is 

one of many topics in second grade sci-

ence.  Scott Snell from the NRD joined us at 

Recharge Lake and presented many artifacts 

and natural objects that are found in the envi-

ronment.  He let the children touch and exam-

ine the objects and answered the many ques-

tions that they had.  NET-TV also came and 

filmed the children as they explored the sur-

roundings and they interviewed the children 

about the experiences 

of the afternoon.  It was 

an exciting day and you 

may get to watch the 

children on NET-TV 

in the near future.    

Mr. & Mrs. Kloewer would 

like to take this opportunity 

to thank everyone who was 

involved in their being cho-

sen as Yorkfest King and 

Queen for 2015.  It is a 

great honor and we are so 

grateful.  We will do our 

best to make you all proud 

as our year-long 

reign continues. 
Congratulations to Mr. & 

Mrs Kloewer !! 

2nd Grade Field Trip. 

Congratulations to all those students who reached their summer 

reading goal! 

It really shows!  Our students kept reading and  it helped them to 

pass 134 AR tests in August.  Keep up the good work!   

   The new school year is in full swing and all of the students are working 

hard! You can help them continue to grow by setting the stage for learning. Share 

these three Rs with your students: readiness, routines, and responsibility.  

Readiness: 

 Ensure that your child goes to school ready to learn every day! Speak pos-

itively to your child about school and all of their teachers. Your attitude toward 

learning will send a powerful message and help them to put their best effort into 

school. Also, make sure your child has gotten at least eight hours of sleep and has 

a nutritious breakfast so that he/she can feel rested, alert, and ready to learn! 

Routines:  

 Develop simple routines for smooth, stress-free mornings. Make sure your 

child has everything packed for the day before going to bed at night. Book bags, 

lunch, and any other school items should be ready to go and in a “grab n’ go” cor-

ner. Together, create a regular morning routine that stays the same and makes the 

morning a smooth start to each day.  

Responsibility:  

 Teach your student responsibility by helping him/her get organized. Make 

sure your child’s assignment book is filled out and followed. Use a calendar to 

show due dates when necessary. Talk about how permission slips and other notes 

from school will be transported home so that they don’t get lost. Support any con-

sequences for missed or incomplete assignments and talk to your child about ways 

to ensure that it does not happen again. 

Helping your student with these three Rs will create a great environment 

for your student to become successful at school and beyond! 

 

The Principal’s Column 

IMPORTANT DATES!!!!!!! 

• Sept 30- Last day to wear shorts! 

• Oct. 5—Book Fair 

• Oct. 8—Parent Teacher Con-

ferences. Noon Dismissal 

• Oct. 9 & 12—NO SCHOOL 

• Oct. 14—Picture Retakes 

• Oct. 17— End of 1st Quarter 
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   The fall 2015 Parent Teacher 

Conferences will be held Thurs-

day, Oct. 8th from 12:30 -7:30 

p.m.   School is dismissed at noon 

that day and NO lunch will be 

served.  There is NO Shamrock 

Club that afternoon and NO after-

noon bus service.   

   Conferences for grades K-4 are 

scheduled by the office.  The 5th - 

8th grade conferences are on a 

walk-in basis with each of the 

teachers in their classrooms.   We 

request that parents do not plan on 

conferencing between 5:30 - 6:00 

as that will be dinner time for the 

staff. 

Parent Teacher 
Conferences Oct. 8th 

The Scholastic Book Fair will be at 

St. Joseph School the week of Octo-

ber 5th in conjunction with Parent 

Teacher Conferences.  Mrs. Gocke 

will have the books available for 

purchase beginning on the 5th.  The 

fair will conclude following confer-

ences on the evening of the 8th.  Do-

nations for new book purchases for 

our library and classrooms will also 

be gratefully accepted! 

Book Fair Coming Soon! Students of  the Month 
This year we will be celebrating our stu-

dents’ leadership abilities. One of the 

ways that we will do this is through rec-

ognizing students of the month. Stu-

dents will be nominated based on being 

positive role models who make a differ-

ence in our school. Our students of the 

month in August were: Ty in second 

grade and John in 8th grade. In Septem-

ber they were: Charles in 4th grade and 

Karen in 8th grade. 

Please remember 

to stop in the of-

fice or give us a 

call if you wish to 

visit with your child’s teach-

er.  You may also email the 

teacher directly or go 

through the office email. 



Field Trips Begin with 1st Grade 
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   The ballots are in!  St. Joseph’s 2015-2016 Student 

Council has been chosen.  Members include:   

President – Tom Erwin 

Vice President – Sophia Chavanu 

Treasurer – Kaitlynn Pavel 

Secretary – John Esser 

6th Grade Representative – Jacob Brugger 

5th Grade Representative – Rylyn Cast 

4th Grade Representative – Lily Kowalski 

3rd Grade Representative – Kirby Linhart 

2nd Grade Representative – Ernie Hines 

1st Grade Representative – Justin Reyes 

Kindergarten Representative – Jade Feuerborn 

The newly elected Student Council had their first meeting on 

Wednesday, September 2nd and has been busily planning the events 

for this school year.  Our first Wacky Wednesday will take place on 

October 14th.  Bring your spare change to purchase some candy or 

pop after school that day.  The Student Council has also been plan-

ning the festivities for Red Ribbon Week, which will be celebrated 

from October 26-30.  The week’s festivities include signing a drug-

free banner, wearing Red Ribbon bracelets, competing in a contest 

yet to be determined, and attending a skit performed by the York 

High School YAAD members on Friday, October 30th.  Also, a new 

treat this year will be the anti-drug and alcohol skit performed by our 

own 7th and 8th grade Student Council members on Friday, October 

30th.   

   Be on the look-out for more to come from your 2014-2015 St. Jo-

seph Student Council! 

 

Student Council News 
The first graders went to Wessel's last Thursday to learn 

about Life on the Farm about 100 years ago.  Mr. Clark did 

an awesome job!  The first thing we got to do was ride in a 

tractor- pulled wagon.  On the ride we saw all kinds of dif-

ferent equipment that was used to farm, and learned that 

the kids at their own ages would be able to lead the horses 

to use that equipment!  After the wagon ride, we went into 

the Wessel's’ tractor barn and drove our very own trac-

tors.  Yes, parents, your students were allowed to touch and 

ride the old tractors!   

Once we were done riding the tractors, we picked corn in 

the field.  I myself, have never seen ears of corn as big as 

those that the students were getting- almost as long as their 

arms and twice as round!  We were going to use those ears 

for shelling, but they were too green, so we used ears that 

were drier.  They each had fun shelling their own ear of 

corn to get the cobs.  Some even remembered the differ-

ence between the white cobs and the red cobs.  White cobs 

were used as toilet paper and the red cobs were used for the 

stoves inside the house!  They remembered that from our 

125th Day celebration last March!   

After the cobs were finished, the students were able to 

make cob toys out of them.  If you ever want to make a cob 

toy, all you need is a half of a corn cob and two feath-

ers!  Break the full corn cob in half and then stick the two 

feathers in the soft end!  To play, toss them in the air and 

they twirl on down.  The words that I heard while they 

were playing with these toys were:  “These are the best 

toys ever!”  I was happy and shocked!  These days, who 

would have thought a corn cob and two feathers could beat 

all the electronics?  All in all, we had a blast, and I rec-

ommend anyone who is bored at home go to Wes-

sel's!  You 

get to touch 

stuff! 

 

Congratulations to the St. Joseph School Class of 2015 for their first place finish in 

the Community Service Project Division at the Nebraska State Fair.  The class was 

recognized for the Quilt of Valor service project they completed last fall.  Their dis-

play included the quilt that was presented to Mr. Leo Kloewer by the students!  We 

are so proud of them for this achievement.  Their service project board and award 

will be on display in the school hallway during parent-teacher conferences in  

October.   
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Music Musings 
   We are off to a great start in Music this year! Students 

have been singing, playing instruments, 

moving to music, and learning to read 

music.   

Our school celebrated National Anthem 

Day on September 14.  This date is the 

birthday of our national anthem. It was written in Septem-

ber of 1814 after the Battle of Baltimore.  We gathered at 

the flag pole as a school and sang the national anthem 

together.   Later in the week, the fifth graders presented a 

reader’s theater telling the story behind this event.  Third 

graders created 

illustrations to 

fit the words of 

the national an-

them.  These 

will be collected 

into a book 

available in the 

third grade 

classroom.     

Our hymn of the 

month this past month was Lift High the Cross.   The stu-

dents have studied how the text of this hymn is based on 

Jesus’s words found in 1 Corinthians 1:18. Ask your child 

to sing it for you - even the Kindergartners have memo-

rized this hymn! 

Band students are working hard this year!  Fifth grade 

students recently chose instruments and began to learn 

their first notes.  Sixth through eighth grade band students 

have really worked hard this first month of school and 

presented a short concert on Tuesday September 22.  

Great work St. Joseph Musicians!    

 

Mrs. Haarmann wanted to share the following story: 

One of the parents of a student from last year shared 

something his daughter said.  They are not Catholic and 

go to the public school.  She asked if she could stay home 

from school and her reason was because she didn’t get to 

talk about God and Jesus anymore.  It made Mrs. Haar-

mann  feel  good to know that the preschoolers are really 

paying attention and understanding the importance of God 

in our education.   

LAPS 4-Year-olds 

 

  We’re moving on several projects that help illustrate 

the spirit of generosity and cooperation for which the people of 

St. Joseph Church and School are so well known.  You may not 

be aware of what is happening to improve parish and the school. 

The first two have been completed.  As you probably 

know, last Spring, we installed automatic locks on all of the 

outside  doors.  This was done for a number or reasons – the 

safety of our students, faculty and staff and the security of the 

building.  This was done with Pot O’ Gold money.  The other 

project was started this past summer, as a number of volunteers 

worked to seed and water the south east corner of the play-

ground.  The new underground sprinklers were installed a cou-

ple of weeks ago.  The cost of the seed, extra water and sprin-

klers was covered by last year’s Fish Fry – a tremen-

dous  project in which so many volunteers are involved, both on 

the Fridays during Lent but also through out the year with plan-

ning and organizing. 

The third project is scheduled to be completed over the 

Christmas holiday break.  We will have a new surface put down 

on the gym floor.  It will be a composite material that will make 

play in the gym safer and more enjoyable.  The samples of the 

material can be found in the office.  Many people have already 

seen them and everyone seems happy with the colors as well as 

the surface materials.  This is another project that will be paid 

for by Pot O’ Gold as well as the other organizations in the par-

ish, especially the Men’s Athletic Club.   

Thank you to everyone who helps in any of the projects 

that bring people together to help St. Joseph’s School.   It takes 

a lot of work and time but your help enables the faculty and 

staff to provide the very best educational opportunities for our 

students.  

                                Msgr. Reinert 

Projects around the School 


