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Its all about Kindergarten!   
   The Kindergarten class went on three different field trips in the 

month of October.  On October 1st we went on a bus ride to the York bus 
barn.  Our trip included a tour of where the York School District stores 

and maintains their buses.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

During Fire Safety Week, we walked to the Fire Depart-
ment.  Fireman Brett showed us the different kinds of equipment and 
trucks that 
are used in 
emergen-
cies.  We 
learned some 
neat things 
and came 
back to the 
school with 
coloring 
books and 
red firemen 
hats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 19th , we visited David and Linda Kreifels’ farm 
near the airport.  The kids got a chance to ride in a combine and a trac-
tor.  Many kids get very little exposure to life on a farm and there may be 
a few kids that never get another chance to ride in a combine or tractor.   

A big thanks to the parents (and grandparents) who were able to 
help us on these trips!  

Penny Harvest Starts Soon 
   The Kindergarten class will be col-
lecting loose change for their annual 
“Penny Harvest.”  Last year they collect-
ed $301.00 That money was donated to The Liv-
ing Water Rescue Mission.  Please help by 
bringing your loose change to the school during 
the month of November.  Look for information 
about the Penny Harvest in our school an-
nouncements and on the school website. 

The Pumpkin patch 
   Stop and check out the kindergarten pumpkin patch! 

Middle School  making science FUN!    

The Middle 
Schoolers have 
been keeping 
busy with many 
science projects 
and labs so far 
this year.  We 
have worked 
with speed, 
landforms, ero-

sion, density, and many more 
topics!  Thank you Mr. Taylor 
for coming in to share your 
rock knowledge with the 8th 
graders – they really enjoyed it! 

 

 

Anyone is more than welcome 
to follow Ms. Kathman on 
Twitter (@KathmanTeresa) to 
see what is happening in sci-
ence, 5th grade, and the school. 

   

   The students at St. Joseph School have the unique privilege of having a variety of role 
models. Not only do they have parents, teachers, and older students to emulate, they also 
have parishioners. I was very blessed to have this growing up and I was recently remind-
ed of the many ways one person can have an impact, many times without even knowing 
it. One such person in my life (and I am sure in many others) was Charles W. Wempe. I 
first remember Dr. Wempe when my beloved dog was hit by a car. We took him to the 
vet and Dr. Wempe’s kindness is still remembered. Not only was he gentle with my dog, 
he was also gentle and truthful with a six year old child. He told my brother and me that 
Chancelor may not make it, but that maybe he had done his job and taught us how to take 
care of him. When I work with students, that gentle truthfulness is something I still seek 
to provide.  

It was at this meeting that Dr. Wempe told us to call him Doc. I don’t think I knew what 
his name was until later, when I again encountered Doc as a teenager. I of course always 
saw him in church and he always said hi and asked about Chancelor, who made it anoth-
er 13 years, but it was the experience in my teenage years that I remember well. Doc and 
his wife Helen were at a dinner my parents brought me to. I was getting ready to enter 
my senior year in high school and had no idea what I wanted to do with my life. Doc 
talked to me about it not mattering if I wasn’t sure what I would do yet. It was just im-
portant to go to college and keep praying for the Lord to lead the way. He said that my 
path was already chosen and I would find it if I was patient and listened to God. For a 17 
year old that was all well and fine, but I’m not sure I was so trusting. It was then that 
Helen took me aside and said that teaching was a fine profession and she was sure I 
would be great. I’m not sure how she decided to talk about teaching or if I had inadvert-
ently said I loved children, but she must have known something I didn’t know at the 
time!! 

I didn’t talk to Doc or Helen for a number of years as I went to college and got my de-
gree and then, finally started listening and went back to college for teaching. Then I be-
gan to teach second grade and saw Doc every morning at Mass. One day, not long after I 
started teaching, Doc pulled me aside and said how proud he was that a past student 
would choose to come back and teach at St. Joseph. He said now it was important that I 
was a fine role model and did what God wanted me to do in leading those young children 
every day. When I became the principal, he again pulled me aside and reminded me that 
now I had to lead like Jesus did, even when I didn’t want to! I told him about the long 
ago conversation we had, which I’m sure he didn’t remember. He said that I must have 
listened because God had chosen a path that would guide so many others. I remember 
that he also commented that the most important thing is to make those kids accountable. 
“They need to learn respect and show it in Mass and in their daily life.” He then said he 
was always praying for me and would continue to.  

Well Doc, I am still taking your advice and trying to help our students live up to your 

expectations. What a great role model you were to me and to those who knew you. I 

know you are up in heaven still praying for me and for the students and teachers at St. 

Joseph. Thank you.  

The Principal’s Column 

IMPORTANT DATES!!!!!!! 

• November 11- Veteran’s Day  

    Program 8:45 in the gym. 

• November 13 - Progress Reports Go 

Home 

• November 23rd - Wendy’s Night- 

• November 25-27 - NO SCHOOL - 

Thanksgiving break 

• December 8 - NO SCHOOL - Holy 

Day - Immaculate Conception 

• December 15 - Christmas Program - 

7:00 p.m. - Cullen Hall 

• December 18- End of 1st Semester 

• December 21- January 1 - Christmas 

Break 

• January 4  - Classes Resume 

October 30, 2015 

Catholic Diocese of  Lincoln 

2015-2016 School Year, Issue 2 

There's no place like St. Joseph Catholic 
School for our children, and there is no 
place like home for our annual Pot O' 
Gold event.  Please join us at the Hol-
thus Convention Center on March 19, 
2016 for an evening of food, fellowship, 
and fundraising for our school.  Prepare 
yourself for a fantastic prime rib dinner 
catered by Kerry's and check out the 
many valuable items up for bid on our 
silent and live auctions.  All the proceeds 
from the event go directly toward mak-
ing capital improvements at our school.  
We hope to see you there! 
 

Save The Date!  March 19, 2016 

A big  Thanks to Laurie 
Lopez for providing 
pumpkins for all of the 
Students!!   



Scrip Fundraiser is  a Success 
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This week the 4th grade class was reading a short story about 

horses and cowboys. A chapter of the story talked about the 

equipment that cowboys used while riding their horses. Luke 

Brugger one of the 4th grade students was able to bring in 

some of his riding equipment from home to give the class a 

close up look. Luke 

was excited to teach 

the 4th grade class 

about the equipment 

that cowboys use to 

help them do their job. 

Some of these items 

were his saddle, bridle, 

hat, chaps, and boots. 

 

4th Grade news. 
  Thank you to all families and friends of St. Joseph school 
that participated in our current fundraiser.  It was our first 
year and we feel we did very well.  We raised $3400.00 for 
the school.  You can continue to support this fundraiser by 
purchasing gift cards throughout the year. 
  
 We will have select scrip cards available after masses start-
ing November 1st.  ( Such as Casey’s, Walmart , Wendy’s  
and Starbucks.)   An order for cards not available after masses 
will be sent in on November 10.  Gift cards are always great 
gift ideas for birthdays or Christmas. Orders can be dropped 
off in the collection plate or at the school office.  If you have 
any questions please contact Karah Perdue at 363-3175.  

Adam Vorderstrasse, Paxton’s dad, was able to visit Little 
Angels Preschool 4 year old morning class on October 5.  He 
did a great job teaching them not to be afraid of a firefight in 
all their gear.  He brought all of the things he puts on for a 
fire call.  Adam also told them how important it would be to 
go to the firefighter if there is a fire.  Adam did a great job 
teaching them about fire safety.  Thank you Mr. Vorderstras-
se for visiting us! 

 

 

LAPS 4 year olds Fire Safety 

Book orders will be available to your students each month of the 
school year through the Scholastic Book Order website.  The link is 
https://clubs2.scholastic.com/.  You will need to enter the One-Time 
Class Activation Code: GXHG9 and create an online account.  You 
may then order with a debit or credit card on the site and the orders 
will be shipped to the school after the due date for each Month.  The 
deadline for November  orders will be November 9, 2015.  If you 
prefer to pay by cash or check, please complete the order forms that 
will be sent home with the students and return to Mrs. Gocke before 
the deadline.   

There are still 2 more opportunities (November and December) to 
order your Christmas gifts for your students.  Please note on your 
order that it is a gift and Mrs. Gocke will contact you to make sure 
the package is delivered to you not your student . Book orders bro-
chures will be sent home on Friday, October 30, 2015 and are due 
by November 9, 2015.   

Books make great gifts!!  

   It is so nice to have fresh apples from a local Or-
chard for our students to enjoy.  We recently Pur-
chased Apples from Bill and Susan Dunovan and our 
talented cook Belinda has made several items with 
them.  One yummy item was delicious Carmel Ap-
ples.  Thank you to the Dunovan Family. 

 
 

Apples and more Apples  
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Notes from Msgr. Reinert  
  It is part of the mission of St. Joseph School to raise students in their Catho-
lic Faith. We cannot do that without the support and help of our parents. Par-
ents are already fulfilling part of this mission by choosing to send their chil-
dren to a Catholic School. However, the foundation for student’s faith to truly 
flourish comes from their families’ practice of the faith. This means weekly 
Sunday attendance at Mass.  

Recently, I spoke with one of the acolytes about the lack of altar boys at Mass 
every week and he thought I should say something from the pulpit. This goes 
further than just altar servers; there is a noticeable absence of Catholic school 

families’ in attendance every week. I agree with the acolyte that parents need 
to be made aware of this issue, but was concerned that if I said something at 
Mass, many families would not be there to hear it!  

Since the beginning of the school year, I have become increasingly concerned 
that many of our school families are missing Sunday Mass. Since this is a 
mortal sin and receiving communion with a mortal sin is a sacrilege, I thought 
about saying something to the students. However, I cannot put this sort of 
burden on them-they cannot commit a mortal sin by accident or through the 
fault or omission of another.  

In other words, the sin falls to the parents who did not attend Mass them-

selves or who did not bring their child/children to Mass. We need to do a bet-

ter job of instilling the obligation and practice of attending Mass every Sun-

day (including the Saturday vigil), as well as Mass on Holy Days of Obliga-

tion (December 8, the Immaculate Conception of Mary and December 25, the 

Feast of Nativity will be coming up quickly.) It is the parents’ obligation to 

primarily be an example and secondarily to ensure that their child/children 

attend Mass. Without your example, your child/children will learn that miss-

ing Mass on these days is ok, and therefore, mortal sins will then be their bur-

den. Please help us help your child to live a life of faith and to reach their 

eternal reward in Heaven.  

7th Grade News 

   The seventh grade literature class 
just finished reading Where the Red Fern 

Grows – the heartwarming tale about a 
young boy and his quest for his own red-
coon hound hunting dogs. Set in the Ozark 
Mountains during the Great Depression, 
Billy Coleman works hard and saves his 
earnings for two years to achieve his 
dream of buying two coonhound pups. He 
develops a new trust in God as he faces 
overwhelming challenges and adventures. 
Through these adventures Billy realizes 
the meaning of true friendship, loyalty, 
and integrity. 

As our final project for this novel, 
the seventh graders had a choice to create 
an idiom collage, or design a humane coon 
trap.  They did a great job and the traps 
actually work!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above Justin shows off  his Coon trap 
and  below, Jade  her idiom collage. 

In first grade we have been able to do a few art projects this month, because they 
have all been working their hardest!  Our first art project this month was mixing 
colors of paint to get different colors.  We learned that red + blue = purple, red + 
yellow = orange, and yellow + blue = green.  We then were able to mix any col-
or with red, yellow, and blue.  The results are in the hallway. We also painted 
pumpkins that were donated to the whole school!  To end the month of October, 
we made paper bag pumpkins. To make these pumpkins, you take a lunch bag 

and stuff it with old plastic 
bags.  After they are stuffed, 
rubber band the top to make 
a “stem”.  Paint under the 
rubber band orange, above 
the rubber band green, and 
then add your jack-o-lantern 
face with black!  Next be 
focusing on our Thanksgiv-
ing play! 

 

1st grade news 


