
Dress Code Policy  
Appearance 
The policy of St. Joseph Catholic School is that all students will dress in a manner befitting Christian young ladies and 

gentlemen at all school functions. We are “temples of the Holy Spirit, God dwelling within.” Our appearance should 
reflect this conviction.  Our goal is to reflect a dress code that defines an environment of purpose, work, and self-

discipline, thus creating a sense of pride in our students and school.  
 

It is recognized that fashion trends may cover a wide range of attire and hairstyles. However, the school feels that it 

is necessary to remind students and parents that all hair styles, manner of dress, and grooming must be consistent 
with safety, cleanliness, decency, and not be a distraction to the learning or the school environment.  

The following guide should help students and parents when deciding on appropriate attire: 
 

Dress Code 
Wearing apparel that is sexually suggestive; immodest; features crude, vulgar, or profane language; features 
pictures depicting or suggesting alcohol, tobacco, or other drugs; displays racial or ethnic slurs; portrays any type of 

gang graffiti, or any inappropriate slogan, logo, or image will not be permitted.  Brand names which are contrary to 

the Catholic faith will not be permitted.   
 

Oversized or overly tight clothing is not acceptable.  Baggy pants, stretch pants, or low fitting pants are not 
permitted.  Belts are therefore encouraged. The length of pants should not exceed the sole of the shoe.  Pants 

should not have ripped or threadbare areas or have frayed bottoms.  Sweat pants, tear-aways and wind pants are 
not allowed in grades 6-8 and may only be worn on PE days in grades K-5.  Athletic pants and shorts (those made of 

the shiny, silky, and/or wind type materials) are not allowed except for PE class. 

 
 Please remind your children of these guidelines: 

 
- Coats, jackets (intended for outdoor wear), book bags and gym bags will not be permitted in the classroom 

or in Church. 

- Please make sure shoes are clean and fit properly. Sandals and crocs are permitted (no flip – flop style), but 
in grades K-5 a back strap is required due to playground safety.  The heels of any high-heeled shoes for girls 

shall not exceed one inch.  No wheels on any shoes will be allowed to be used.  Socks should be worn with 
sneakers at all times. 

- The presence of any apparel, jewelry, accessory, or manner of grooming, which by nature of its color, 

arrangement, trademark, or any other attribute, is distracting to the learning environment will not be 
permitted.  This would include tattoos, including non-permanent tattoos, body piercing (with the exception 

to female ear piercing), unusual tinting or chemically coloring of hair, and excessive make-up. Girls in grades 
7-8 are allowed to wear makeup that is light in color and age appropriate. Due to safety reasons, dangling 

earrings of all types will not be permitted. 
- Solid colored or striped, loose fitting polo shirts (preferably those with a “boy-cut,” 3 button placket and 

sleeves that extend toward the elbow) will be the only acceptable tops for students.  Students may wear a 

solid colored long sleeve turtle neck or crew neck shirt underneath.  Tops must remain tucked in at all times. 
- In cooler weather, students may wear a solid colored sweater or fleece, either button-front, zippered, or 

pullover style, over their polo.  They will also be allowed to wear solid colored, non-hooded, loose-fitting 
sweatshirts that are either plain or with St. Joseph, UNL, or YPS logos on them.  Overly bulky, hooded, or 

oversized sweatshirts, or those with other athletic logos than already listed, will not be permitted. 

- Jeans (without holes, threadbare areas, and frayed hems), khakis pants, and skirts may be worn with shirts 
meeting the dress code guidelines.  In the months of August, September, and May, shorts, capri pants, and 

skorts will be permissible.  Shorts and skirts must be of modest length, and shorts may not be athletic 
shorts, as detailed earlier. 

 

If a student comes to school dressed in clothing that does not follow the dress code policy he/she will be asked to 

change into clothing that complies.  The student will need to return the borrowed clothing to the office.  If this 

becomes a habitual problem the parent will be contacted and expected to bring an item of clothing to school that is 
in compliance with the dress code before the student is allowed to return to class. 

 
The final decision regarding any dress code issue will be made by the administration. 

***Any family wishing to dress their child in a uniform would be in compliance with this dress code. 


