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A Note from Msgr. Reinert 

It is Advent and we approach the celebration of 
Christmas and you can feel the excitement and anticipa-
tion in the air.  I know that this sounds like an old cliché, 
but it is true.  After Christmas, we will turn our sights to 
preparations for First Penance and First Communion, 
which will come early this year because of the early be-
ginning of Lent – exciting times but that still is not what 
this is about. 

The anticipation that I am feeling, though, is 
coming from the fact that over the Christmas break, we 
will have the new floor put down in the gym.  Exciting 
because: after watching the Lady Huskers’ Volleyball 
games last weekend, I was reminded that our new floor is 
the same type found in the Devaney Sports Center – but 
the ‘next generation’. 

It all comes down to the work of so many in-
volved in the Pot O’ Gold – from where the major fund-
ing of the floor will come.  I have asked the various or-
ganizations of the parish to also contribute – in order to 
help everyone understand that this is a project of which 
the entire parish family should be proud. 

If everything in the installation goes well, we 
may be off the floor for one or two days when we resume 
classes in January.  That being said, I cannot forget to 
acknowledge the hard work by those who have helped 
prepare the old floor for the installation, especially Belin-
da and her parents and brother who spent most of the 
Thanksgiving break stripping the wax off the floor and 
John Budler who repaired the places where the old tiles 
had buckled – all necessary steps for a smooth installa-
tion. 

When it is completed, we plan to have a ‘family 

fun night’ and give everyone a chance to check out the 

new floor.  This is the fourth major project that the parish 

and school have undertaken in the past few years.  It goes 

to show that the parish and school are thriving – thanks 

to the generosity in time and support of the entire parish 

family. 

Meet the Author 
 Anna and Bridget met award-winning author 
Jan Brett Tuesday evening at a book signing in 
Seward.  

 There are 
eight students 
in the 6th, 7th 
and 8th grades 
trying out for 
the Math 
Counts team.  

These students are: Tom, Kaitlynn, John, 
Martin, Sophia, Ernie, Kirby and Alivia. 

The top 4 will compete in Kearney on 
February 10, 2016.  They are currently 
meeting twice a week after Mass with 
Mr. Kloewer to improve their math skills. 

Cocoa and Carols Program 

 The children have been busy preparing for the annual Christmas 
concert.  A St. Joseph School tradition, the students practiced 
Christmas songs, the band rehearsed, and the Nativity scene was 
brought to life. 

For the past month, K-8 has been earning “Beethoven Bucks.”  The 
goal of 50 per class was set with an emphasis on a team effort.  The 
bucks could be earned by answering a question that related to the 
mass that day.  The Saint of the Day, Gospel reading, and colors in 
the church were questions which were frequently asked.  Needless 
to say, each class earned the 50 bucks, garnering the students a 
birthday party for Jesus.  Birthday cake, cupcakes, and candy were 
served.  All topped off with a generous portion of fun!   

 As my time comes to an end here as the music/art substitute teach-
er for Mrs. Ratcliffe, I just wanted to say how very much I enjoyed 
my time with these students.  We laughed together, sang and 
danced together, and most of all, we prayed together.   I am blessed 
beyond measure to have shared in their lives.  May the baby Jesus 
continue to bless all of you and your families as he keeps us in his 
most tender care.  Merry Christmas and the happiest of New Years. 

Mrs. King 

   We’ve enjoyed good weather for so long that it’s difficult to believe it’s time for our 
“bad weather” notes to go home! 

We strongly believe in the value of fresh air for our students during 
the school day.  We have traditionally used the following guide-
lines for outdoor activities: 

If the air temperature or wind chill is below 10 degrees we will 
allow the children to come in before school and remain inside dur-
ing recess times.  Please remember that supervision before school 
does not begin until 7:45.  

Please send your children to school in the morning dressed to 
be outside.  Students will not be allowed to play in the snow during recess unless 
they are wearing boots and snow pants.  Mittens or gloves are also required to 
play in the snow.   
We do have spare hats and mittens for those times when they are needed and 

can’t be found, but we do not have coats, snow pants, or boots available. 
 

The Principal’s Column 

IMPORTANT DATES!!!!!!! 

• December 21 - January 2 - Christmas 

Break 

• January 4  - Classes Resume 

• January 18- NO SCHOOL - Teacher  

Workday 

• January 31-Feb 5th- Catholic Schools 

Week 

• January 30th - First Penance 

• February 5th  - 11:30 Dismissal 

• February 5-  First Fish Fry 

• February 6 -First Communion practice -

8:30am 

• February 7- First Communion - 10:00am 

Mass 

• February  25 - Kindergarten Round-

up - 12:30 - 2:00 
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      There's no place like St. Jo-
seph Catholic School for our chil-
dren, and there is no place like 
home for our annual Pot O' Gold 
event.  Please join us at the Hol-
thus Convention Center on March 
19, 2016 for an evening of food, 
fellowship, and fundraising for 
our school.  Prepare yourself for a 
fantastic prime rib dinner catered 
by Kerry's and check out the 
many valuable items up for bid on 
our silent and live auctions.  All 
the proceeds from the event go 
directly toward making capital 
improvements at our school.  We 
hope to see you there! 

Pot O’ Gold Coming 
March 19, 2016 

   Merry Christmas! I am once again full of joy at the completion of a 
successful semester of school and looking forward to a new year! I 
love the sounds and sights of this season, full of the wonder of our 
Lord’s birth. Being around our students, the excitement of Christmas 
is contagious and I am reminded of how lucky I am to work in an en-
vironment where we can guide these young minds to the joy of Jesus’ 
birth. This gift is truly one that parents of our students have given to 
me. 

  Thank you for supporting the entire school. Thank you for the gift of 
these young souls to guide along the beginning of their earthly jour-
neys. Thank you for sharing the gift of a Catholic 
education and for sharing the value of this gift 
with your relatives, neighbors and friends. Please 
pray the continued success of our school year and 
for our school family, as I will pray for you. May 
God bless your Advent and Christmas seasons.      

  



It’s Time for ……. Girls on the Run! 
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On Friday, December 4, the 3rd grade class ven-

tured to York College’s Geography Fair. Stu-

dents learned about the countries of Sweden, 

Swaziland, and Israel, as well as Hong Kong. 

The York College students explained each re-

gion’s cultures and taught students how to play 

some of their local games. Each St. Joseph stu-

dent received a passport, in which they placed a 

sticker of each country’s flag. They also re-

ceived a bag full of puzzles and fact sheets. At 

the fair, there were 

two large maps with 

icons of famous land-

marks, such as the 

ancient heads at East-

er Island, the Eiffel 

tower, the Great Wall 

of China, and the 

Sydney Opera 

House, to name a 

few. All of the 3rd 

grade students had a 

great time learning 

about other parts of 

the world. 

 

3rd Grade attend Geography Fair 

The Girls on the Run (GOTR) pro-
gram is a positive youth development 
program for girls in grades 3 – 5 
which combines training for a 5K with 
an interactive curriculum to develop 
self-respect and healthy lifestyles in 
pre-teen girls.  Our curriculum addresses many aspects 
of girls’ development – their physical, emotional, 
mental, and social well-being.  Lessons provide girls 
with the tools to make positive decisions and to avoid 
risky adolescent behaviors. 

Girls participating in the GOTR program will meet 
twice a week, after school, for twelve weeks and will 
be coached by local volunteer coaches.  The season 
will start the week of February 22nd and continue 
through May with the culmination activity being a 5K 
held in York on Saturday, May 7th.  The St. Joseph 
team will meet after school on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. 

Registration information will be handed out to the 
girls and be available at your school in January. 
Online registration will be used this year and will be-
come available on our website: http://
gotrnebraska.org/  in January. 

We are also looking for volunteers to help with the 

teams, to be running buddies at the 5k, or to help with 

the 5K activities.  If you have any questions about 

Girls on the Run or would like to volunteer, please 

contact Lori Suddarth at 402-362-6700 or 

lori.suddarth@yorkdukes.org.  

Kindergarten Delivers with Penny Harvest 

Students of  the Month. 

 Congratulations to Landon and Alivia for being outstand-
ing students of the 
month in December. 

Thank you for being 
such great role models 
for all the other stu-
dents! 

 

   This year’s Penny Harvest was a big success.  The Kindergar-
ten class visited Cornerstone Bank on Tuesday, December 3 to 
have their collection counted and to go on a bank tour.  The 
kids got to see the special sorting machines in the bank vault 
and  also got a look from the fifth floor of the Cornerstone 
Bank.  Through the generosity of the St. Joseph parents and 
families of our school, we were able to raise $233.21 for the 
Guardian Angel fund for our school.  The Guardian Angel fund 
is money set aside to help families of our school afford tui-
tion.  Thanks to everyone involved in making this a successful 

Penny Harvest!   
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In 8th grade Literature we are reading Rifles 

for Watie by Harold Keith.  This novel is 
about a sixteen-year-old boy named Jeff who 
enlists on the Union side when the Civil War 
breaks out. He is excited to be a soldier and 
experience his first battle, but he soon learns 
that there is more to war than honor and glo-
ry.  Jeff sees his friends die in battle, experi-
ences exhaustion and starvation, and knows 
that each move may be his last; but he also 

makes some lasting friendships and falls in 
love with a beautiful Confederate girl named 
Lucy. 

Enjoy the following Limericks created by the 
8th graders describing Jeff’s feeling toward 
Lucy: 

 

There once was a girl with brown eyes, 

Who made Jeff’s tummy flutter inside. 

He saw her sun-kissed skin, 

As her beautiful hair blew in the wind; 

The thought of Lucy made Jeff sigh. 

By:  Ashton and Kenia 

 

Jeff saw Lucy milking a cow, 

And he was thinking “wow!” 

He fell in love right away, 

He was thinking about her all day: 

He wanted to marry her right now. 

By: John, Martin and Tom 

 

There once was a beautiful girl, 

Who Jeff wanted to take for a twirl. 

She had gorgeous brown eyes, 

That gave Jeff butterflies; 

He thought she was as special as a pearl. 

By:  Kaitlynn and Karen 

The 2nd graders recently went 

to Wessel’s Farm for a 1920s 

“Christmas on the Farm” ex-

perience.  While there, they 

learned about the daily chores 

and routines of the children of 

the era and how to stoke the 

stove and make popcorn.  It 

was a little scary for them, but 

they really enjoyed it and the 

treat.  They learned about the 

different uses of the red and 

white corn cobs and the soft-

ness of today’s products.  They also found out that in the day, many 

mothers kept their tiny babies warm and cozy in the stove’s warming 

compartment while working in the kitchen.  Going into the parlor, the 

children looked at vari-

ous trees decorated for 

Christmas.  They learned 

that many trees were 

handmade using goose 

feathers, a tradition 

brought over from Ger-

many.  Finally, the chil-

dren gathered around the 

main Christmas tree and 

opened popular presents 

for a family of the 

1920s. 

8th Grade Literature  Christmas at Wessels 

 The date for the Science Expo for 2016 is Tuesday March 22nd. 
The St. Joseph Information Night is on Thursday, January 14 from 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. at St. Joseph Catholic School in the 3rd grade 
classroom.  We will watch a video of highlights from previous  
Science Expos showcasing our students’ projects and displays.  We 

will also go over information to get you 
started and prepared for Science Expo 
2016.  Come with questions for Brad Flo-
rian and Kathy Quinlan.  We will help you 
with ideas and a variety of project books.   

 

Science Expo Information Night 


